


Myth #1

0Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ) 
want to go to 
costs 
$30,000/year, 
ÂÕÔ ) ÔÈÉÎË )ȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ 
Á ÆÕÌÌ ÒÉÄÅȢȱ



Reality #1
0It depends on the 

college to which 
you apply.  If you 
are an average 
applicant, you will 
likely not get 
much merit aid.

0Even if you are in 
the top 10%, you 
will probably not 
ÇÅÔ Á ȰÆÕÌÌ ÒÉÄÅȢȱ



Strategy #1

0Apply to schools 
where you would 
be in top 10% of 
applicants and/or 
honors programs.

0Fill out the FAFSA 
(or CA DREAM 
Application).



Chance of Winning 
Scholarships by GPA*

00.0-1.9:  5.7%

02.0-2.4:  7.1%

02.5-2.9:  9.5%

03.0-3.4:  10.7%

03.5-4.0:  18.7%

*2011 study by publisher of Fastwebof 2007-08 scholarships



Myth #2

0Ȱ3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐÓ   
are only for 
athletes or 
minority 
students or poor 
students or (fill 
in the blank) 
students , and 
ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÅȢȱ



Reality #2

0Scholarships are 
from private 
donors.  They 
can attach 
whatever  
criteria they 
want to the 
money.



Strategy #2

0 Apply for all 
scholarships for 
which you are 
eligible .

0 Do not spend time 
on applications for 
scholarships you are 
not qualified for.



Myth #3

0Ȱ)Ô ÔÁËÅÓ ÔÏÏ 
much time to 
apply, and this 
scholarship is 
only worth $250 
ÁÎÙ×ÁÙȢȱ



Reality #3.1

0Ȱ/ÎÌÙ ΑςυπȱȩȦȩȦ

04 hours invested 
in a $250 
scholarship is 
$62.50/hour!!


