


families make informed decisions. They also provide assistance with college applications and - for interested families —
the federal student aid application (FAFSA). Please plan to attend the Annual College Information Fair COLLEGE
QUEST sponsored by College Options and its partners. It is scheduled on Thursday, September 12 from 5:00-7:30pm at
Simpson University Gymnasium. This is a free community event. College Quest will feature booths from regional
colleges and universitics. Admissions staff will be available to provide students with admissions information.

How many colleges/universities should you apply to? It is recommended that students apply up to eight schools.
Applying to several schools provides more opportunities for admission and financial aid considerations. Each campus
determines the financial aid package based on the federal student aid application (FAFSA) and their local resources.
The information below may help determine how many colleges you should apply to:
® Dream Schools: This may be the long shot. You would love to attend this school. Make sure you meet the
admissions requirements before applying,
e Possible Schools: These are the schools that you feel you have a good chance of getting accepted. There is real
potential, but no guarantee.
e Safety Schools: This is the ‘sure thing’. You should choose a few schools where acceptance isn’t a concern. This
is just in case the others don’t work out.

*  Community College: Keep this option open.

Below are some helpful websites to assist you in the college admissions process.
http://www.uprep.net

Student Support-> Guidance and Counseling Center

Naviance: http_:[Zstudent.naviance.comlunivprep

Naviance is a comprehensive college and career readiness solution that helps align student strengths and interests to
post-secondary goals, and improve student outcomes. Students will have access to carcer assessments, resume building,
college searches, scholarship opportunities, and more.

Shasta College http://www.shastacollege.edu/

Shasta Community College (SCC) applications are available in November (2019). Students apply online and there is no
application fee. SCC will visit U-Prep early spring to mect with students individually. Seniors are exempt from taking
the math and/or English assessment with qualified scores/grades; this will be evaluated at the meeting, After completing
the online orientation, assessments or meeting the exemption and completing an educational plan with a counselor,
seniors will receive a “Shasta/Northstate Promise” registration date. SCC does not require students to take the SAT or
ACT as part of the application process.

Shasta College students will be eligible to receive their first two years of college tuition free! The Shasta College Promise
Program allows for two years of free tuition for California Community College students. To qualify for the program,
first-time Shasta College students who are California residents need to apply for financial aid, register for 12 units or
more and complete a new student orientation and education plan at the college.

CSU System htep://www.calstate.edu/
The California State University System has 23 campuses. Cal State Apply is an online resource designed to help students

and families learn about the CSU system, research campuses, apply for admission, and inquire about financial aid
information. A CSU application is completed and submitted online. Each campus will charge a $55 application fee. You




may usc one application to apply to as many CSU campuses of your choice. The fall 2020 admission filing period is
October 1 through November 30, 2019. It’s important to save your worlc as you go and take your time complcting the
application.

The CSU application does not require an essay component. There may be additional requirements for some CSU's

depending on the major. Students must pass the A-G admission requirements, take the SAT or ACT, and have a
minimum GPA of 2 2.0. Please read the CSU admission requirements at the above website.

UC System http://www.ucop.edu/pathways/

The University of California system has 10 campuses. UC Pathways is an online resource designed to help students and
families learn about the UC system, research campuses, apply for admission, inquire about financial aid information,
and learn how the UC evaluates applications. The UC application is completed and submitted online. Each campus will
charge a $70 application fee. You may use one application to apply to as many UC campuses of your choice. The fall

2020 application is currently available for students to access and work on. The application submission period is
November 1 through November 30, 2019. It's important to save your work as you go and take your time completing the
application.

The “personal insight” questions are required of all UC applicants. You will have 8 questions to choose from. Students
must respond to only 4 of the 8 questions. Each response is limited to a maximum of 350 words. Which questions you
choose to answer is entirely up to you: But, you should select questions that are most relevant to your experience and

that best reflect your individual circumstances. Students must pass the A-G admission requirements, take the SAT or
ACT, and have a minimum GPA of a 1.0. Please read the UC admission requirements and personal insight questions at

the above website.

Common Application https://www.commonapp.org

The Common Application is used by most private colleges/universities for undergraduate admissions. A list of private
schools using the Common Application is available on the above website. With Common App you only need to use one

system to apply to multiple colleges and universities. There are two main parts you fill out: a set of common questions
and each college’s own specific questions. Each campus will charge an application fee. Some private schools waive the
application fee if you apply online (please see their admissions website).

SAT http://sat.collegeboard.org/home

The College Board website is where students register for the SAT. The SAT essay section is optional now. It's strongly

recommended that students register for the SAT with essay. This website also provides comprehensive information and
a helpful action plan for seniors and parents. Students applying for admission at a four year university/college must take
the SAT or ACT. SAT scores are submitted online from the SAT registration website to the college/s of choice using a

credit/debit card.

SAT Subject Tests http://sat.collegeboard.org/home

These are tests in specific subject areas taken separately from the SAT to help determine college acceptance (please
check the admissions website). Since fall 2012, the UC System no longer requires two SAT Subject Tests as part of the

admissions requirement; however, for competitive campuses and majors, it’s recommended students take at least two
SAT Subject Tests in related subject areas. Most private colleges require at least two SAT Subject Tests. SAT Subject
Test scores are submitted online from the SAT registration website to the college/s of choice using a credit/debit card.




ACT http://www.actstudent.org

The ACT website is wherce students register for the ACT. This website also provides helpful college exploration
information. Important note: The ACT writing section is optional. It’s strongly recommended that students take the
optiona] writing section. One of the 1cading col]cge acceptance indicators is how well a student writes. If you choose to
take the writing component, you must select the optional writing test when you register. ACT test scores are submitted
online from the ACT registration website to the college/s of choice using a credit/debit card.

FAFSA Form http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form is used to determine your eligibility for financial aid and is
absolutely necessary should you be secking financial aid to help fund college tuition. Financial aid consists of four basic

types: Grants, Employment Programs (work study), Loans, and Scholarships. The first three types are need-based

financial aid; scholarships may or may not be need-based. To be eligible for federal student aid, a student must:

® Bea citizen or an eligible non-citizen;

® Becenrolled in a degree or certificated program at a college, occupational or career school or approved by the US

Dept. of Ed;

®  Have a high school diploma or GED; and,

® Havc a valid social security number and register with the US Selective Service, if required.
The FAFSA form is submitted online on or after October 1, 2019. Students will be required to report income
information from an ecarlier tax year. For example, on the 2020~21 FAFSA, students (and parents, as appropriate) will
report their 2018 income information. Learn more at our Financial Aid Night, October 3“1. Aid is determined on a
variety of factors including family income, size of family and date submitted. The online FAFSA form is signed
e]cctronical]y S0 a parent and the student must register for a FSA ID. This serves as an clectronic signature, You may
apply for your FSA ID at https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm.

Ca] Grant http:[ zwww.csac.ca.gov

Cal Grant awards are statc funded monetary grants given to students to help pay for college expenses. The awards do
not have to be paid back and are based on family size, income, GPA and other factors. To determine eligibility for Cal
Grant, a GPA Verification Form must be submitted by October 1, 2019. U-Prep’s Counscling Center will electronically
submit students’ Cal Grant Verification Form with their GPA to the California Student Aid Commission. Cal Grant
uses student and parent information from the FAFSA form as part of the cligibility process so the FAFSA form must be

complcted and submitted online by March 2, 2019. Using the website above, you may select the link on parents’ income
and asset ceilings to inquire about potential eligibility.

Letters of Recommendation & Official Transcripts

Students requesting letters of reccommendation, official transcripts, or Common Application counselor and teacher
reports, must complete a Letter of Recommendation Form available in the Counseling Center or at www.uprep.net
under College Info. The request should be submitted to Mrs. Mason or the teacher/s of choice at least 2-3 weeks in
advance.

Here's to a wonderful senior year! Remember, DEADLINES are very important. See you at U-Prep's Senior Information
Night on September 23“1 and our Financial Aid Night on October 3“*. Thank you for supporting your senior through
this exciting and life-changing year. Please sce the “Senior Dates to Remember” handout enclosed.

Sincerely,
Kristen Mason
High School Counselor






















Cal Grant GPA Opt-Out Form

In order to be considered for a Cal Grant, California public high schools and charter schools are required to submit a high
school Grade Point Average (GPA) to the California Student Aid Commission by October 1 for all graduating seniors, unless
the student or parent has opted out. California Education Code section 69432.9 requires the school district or charter
school, to notify all grade 11 pupils and their parent/guardian (if under the age of 18), in writing and no later than January 1
of a pupil's grade 11 academic year, that the pupil will be deemed a Cal Grant applicant unless the pupil has opted out
prior to the date below (as specified by the high school). Students who do not opt out will have their GPA submitted to the
Commission to be considered for a Cal Grant award.

If you do not want your school to report a GPA, please complete this form and return it to your high school counselor

JEEpEEREEEN

GPAs will be submitted to the Commission startingl | I I | | l | | | I

STUDENT INFORMATION

—_

Please print your LAST NAME

HNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Please print your FIRST NAME and MIDDLE INITIAL

Please print your MAILING ADDRESS

AN EEEEEEEEEn

Number and Street

City State ZIP

»

L

4. Please print your DATE OF BIRTH (MM DD YYYY

5. Please print your EMAIL ADDRESS

By signing this form, | am electing not to have my school report my high school Cal Grant GPA
information to the California Student Aid Commission for use in the Cal Grant application process.

Student Sighature Student Phone Number Date

The student named on this form is under the age of 18. | am the parent or legal guardian of the above
named minor, and | do not authorize the release of his/her high school GPA information to the California
Student Aid Commission for use in the Cal Grant application process.

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature Parent Phone Number Date

Print Parent Name Parent email address

Please visit www.csac.ca.gov/post/privacy-policy for the California Student Aid Commission’s privacy statement.
GPA OPT-OUT | February 2019




Instructions

1. Student Last Name: Enter student last name as it appears/will appear on the student's FAFSA or
Dream Act Application.

2. Student First Name: Enter student first name as it appears/will appear on the student’'s FAFSA or
Dream Act Application.

3. Permanent Mailing Address: Enter the student's permanent mailing address, street address, city,
state and zip code.

4. Student’s Date of Birth: Enter student’s date of birth. For example, June 25, 1999 should be
entered as 06 25 1999.

5. Student’s E-Mail Address: Enter the student’s e-mail address as it appears/will appear on the
FAFSA or Dream Act Application.

STUDENT AND PARENT CERTIFICATION

Student’s Phone #: Enter the student phone number as it appears/will appear on the FAFSA or
Dream Act Application.

Parent Phone #: Enter the parent phone number as it appears/will appear on the FAFSA or Dream
Act Application.

Print Parent Name: Please print parent’s full name as it appears/will appear on the FAFSA or Dream
Act Application.

Parent E-Mail Address: Enter the parent e-mail address as it appears/will appear on the FAFSA or
Dream Act Application.

FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY
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